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VALKIN G is not my Talent; 
and I have ſometimes given 
more Diſpleaſure by my Zeal, 
than I have received Thanks 


for my good Intemions: But, as We are 


on the point of a hazardous Undertaking, 
which, in a great meaſure, may deter- 
mine the Event of che War, Iam wi 
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to o lay before you- every Conſideration, 
that can influence you to act up to the 
. 1 Of: the OVER of our Rojo» | 
| TO” nen , Hg 106 . 


. | Caſt 5 Eyes W OO? "oP ay no- 
pe thing of the Siege of Gibraltar) on the 
Tranſactions of the Year 1728. and you 
will find, that, fo long ago, Complaints 
againſt chis inſolent and perfidious People, 
were exhibited i in Form, at the Bar of the 
. ſe of Commons, by the Iiblian, Spa- | 
657%, and Weſt-India © Merchants; in 

_- whoſe Favour Addreſſes to the Throne 
were ſolemnly made, and, in return te 
which, his Majeſty had the Goodneſs to 
declare, be would uſe bis beft Endeavours | 

to agſier the D:fires and 1 atio 
: + Hates ot t 1 Dog 5 Þ — 
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"4 „ Recollect, char; in n order. thereto, the | 
a ſier was ſta- 
-rion'd at che. Buſinventor, with a formi- 
dable Fleet, to retard the Return of the 
Galleons, till, * r Was Oe 
_ | a Ks mach} 
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8 Un which darwin *Y 1 | 
 withagallantTrajnof Officers; and Thou- 
ſands of Seamen died: Died, Gentle- 


men, not as we may bave the Honour * 
do, i in Action; but a Pr e ro the wor ſt of 


Climates; and, in their laſt Moments, 
lamenting, not the Loſs of their Lives, 
but that they were not permitted to ſhare 
in the __ of Haring; avenged their” 

ah apc ang ml aid "PR | 


"1 


 Recollect 4 Hr of Seville, Gens 


grandizing à Branch of the Houſe of Bour- 


bon, at the Expence of our moſt ancient 
and moſt natural Ally. Recollect that wwe 
fulfill'd every Article of this Treaty, wit 
a Punctuality almoſt, beyond Example. 
One of the brayeſt and moſt conſider - 
ble of our Admirals, was order d to con- 


voy Don Carlos and his Troops to Italy; 
and that he is now a King, is owing to 
81277 l B 2 that 


OY 9 3 


. ES in which we. not only conde- 
= ſcended to cancel the Remembrance of 
paſt Injuries; but to render the naval Force 
of Great- Britain, inſtrumental to the ag- 
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ts). 


Fj ane vory as which” id Parent fo 
We 2 ann 2p ee | 


Recollect P "__ this BUR 
. this important Service was ſcarce per- 
form'd, but they evaded every Article 
of the ſaid memorable Treaty, which 
lean'd in our Favour; and not only baf- 
fled our Commiſſaries for three Years 
together; but let looſe their Guarda 
Coſtas in theſe Seas again; renew'd their 
Depredations, and amus'd us with Pro- 
mies of Redreſs only, which, tis now ; 
apparent, they never intended to make 
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Becolleck, — thai the Cry | 
of the Suffeters was again preferr'd to the 
6 Legiſlature on this provoking Occaſions. | 
and by them again echo d to the Throne: 
The whole Nation at once joining in 
the Petition, and urging the inſtant Ne- 
+ - eeffity of rouſing the Power of Great- 
Britain to defend her wn" ur re- 
19 her Glory. 
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- RecolleR; A her FI rig 


wee have been to come to a Rupture; what 


"44 an Infinity of O0 


Iriers paſo d between the 

two Courts, how often the Modes of Ne- 

gotiation were changed; what Numbers 

of Expedients were red and what 

an inſignificant Sum we at laſt com 

| pounded to admit as full Satisfaction 
for all the Loſſes we had ſuſtain d, and 
* the mn we * received. 


> Notwithſtanding all wha” Ons: 
men, ſo infatuated were they. with the 

Belief, that we durſt not quarrel with 
them; or ſo certain were they of being 
ſupported through all Extremities, that 
they even rejected the Convention too, 


and treated us with a Scorn and Con- 


tempt, which has no Kae in * | 
| wn n Story. . 


*. . 


en g this whole tit Interval, 


Gentlemen, my Heart burne within me. 


973 1 uns i was in ſuch Terms as the 
1 . 


0 
* 


EF 
Delicacy of the Age could not bear: I was 
repreſented. rough as the Element I'was | 
| bred to; and even the Truths I ucter/d 
from the fulneſs of my Heart, were 
looked upon as little better than tbe 
Ravings/ of a Calenture,—I then retir'd 
from an odious Scene, - that I could net- 
ther endure or amend; and half trembled x 
to look beyond the Bounds of my on 
little Eſtate; my principal Comfort be- 
ing to recollect, that I was no ways ac- 
ceſſary to the Ruin, nor had af Share 
in the Spoils of my Country. — 
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| In this Sicuation,. Gentlemen, ; wha. . 
| | as Clamours without Doors, grew too 


vehement to be ſtifled any longer, by 
the Artifices ſo long made uſe of within, 
his M----y's Commands found me; which 

I received with-proper Acknowledgment, 
and reſolved to fulfil or die.----To fulfil 
without reſerve Not as a Courtier 

| who aim'd but to pleaſe his Patron, but . 
as an old-Engliſhman, dependant only, on 

| God, his King, and his Country. 
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Wich this View, Gentlemen, I fail'd, 
With ſuch Forces as I could get (I wiſh 
they had been ſuch as the Service requi. 


red) impatient, I muſt own, to let ” 
looſe that Thunder, which had been ſo 


long withheld.— A War was reſolyed on, 
which has already been prov'd' both juſt 


and unavoidable. Hoſtilities had been 
| long commenc'd by one ſide, and it was 
: * 1 time to make Repriſals on the other. | 


I have been told that my Under- 


takings fince have been cenſured as raſh 
by Tome, and ' undervalued as inconſide- 
rable by others Let them ſpeak for 
: themſelves-—-This, however,” give me 

| leave to ſay, Gentlemen, had I been favour- 
ed with a more effectual Force, the War, 5 
£ perhaps, had been ended before now; ; 
and I might have appear'd before my Ac- 


cuſers Face to Face: Nor is this a Sacri- 
fice to Vanity,” but Truth. The 


Enemy expected no ſuch Viſitor, and 
were, 1 in a manner, unprovided for a De- 
feuce. My little Squadron, ſuch as it 
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Was, a a Terror thro' is a 5 
Seas, interrupted the Spaniſh Commerce, 
and. cover'd our own, Oh! Gentlemen, 
what an Opportunity was then loſt? And 
what dreadful Advantages might have 
been taken of our Delays! Inſtead of be- 

a ing inſtantly join d, as I had Reaſon to 
expect, with a large Reinforcement, I 
luaoguiſh'd long in a vain Expectation; 
and had the Curſe, at laſt; to ſee the Ene- 
my's Squadrons arrive, ſupported bys 
formidable Second. See, did I ſay? No, 

J was not in a Condition to endure the | 
Sight, but was forc'd to refign the Sove- 
reignty of the Seas, I had hitherto, pre- 

lerv'd, to theſe new Comers, and ſtudy 

a new: part, the Defenſive; with the 
ſole Ambition of diſputing my Ground 
rather more Ry: than the Tony ; 


- "Wie to reflect no longer of what 1 5 
\ * and 8 to find my ſelf in 


2 . of eee of Don Baιe 
_ Invitation » 
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| Invitation to make him a Vit at Cartages 
un. ſee he has taken Advantage of out 


Remiſſneſs, to make all imaginable Pre- 
parations to give us a hearty Welcome, 
and it muſt be our Bufineſs to behave ac- 
cordingly. — The Affair at Porto Bello 
has been called a Surpfize: The Gavet- 
nor there has been accus'd of Cowardice; 


and more has been ſaid of our good Luck: 

on that Occafion, than either our Con- 

duct or Courage. Here the Caſe is 
different; our Arrival has been long ex- 
- peed ; the Enemy has had Leiſure to 


make what, Diſpoſitions they pleaſe; 


Don Blaß, without doubt, is a gallant. 


. Man, and we muſt expect to earn dearly. 
the Laurels we wiſh to wear. 


4] would'nor al avg nfetible of 


Dangers ; ; bur; 1 hope, we all eſteem” 


ſuch as threaten our Country, to be the 


greateſt that can befal our ſelves; and 8 


— 
1 * 
** Ws ” 


rhat in what concerns her Intereſt, Gran 
deur, or Glory, we ſhall dread nothing 
* much; as a juſt Reproach of not 
N . having 


. 
having run all Hazards, to render them 
everlaſtingly ſecure. ——— The French, 
Gentlemen, the French ate our moſt dan- 
gerous and moſt inveterate Enemies: Ican- 
not look upon their Settlements in theſe 
Seas, without Apprehenſions that I hear- 3 
tily wiſh were groundlefs. I cannot re- 
flect on their Sol icitude to encourage 
their Manufactures and extend their 
Commerce, without the moſt ſenſible _ 
Uneaſineſs. And when 1 hear their Fleets 
are commiſſion'd to appear in the Cauſe 

of our Enemies, and preſume to keep 

their Colours flying in Sight of the Bri- 

bild F lag, I can bardly contain my Reſent- 

ment. I think it is high time to put the | 
Soverelgnty of the Seas out of Diſpute 1 


— 


and apply our whole Force to prevent 
its. being any more pPecarious for the 


time to come,.—- The Riches of the 
Univerſe in Spaniſh Hands, is not half ſo 
much to be apprehended, as Trade in 
thoſe: of the French; and, if they were 
diſarm'd at Sea, that Trade would be at | 


our Mercy. Had, therefore, their As 
drons 
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8 in thoſe Seas, been Parties in the 


War; had they undertook to cover and 
protect the Port before us, we ſhould 


have had the Glory of attempting, and, 
1 hope, performing the trueſt Service 
that can be done our Country. But the 
Opportunity 3 is loſt. Forms are to be ob- 


ſerved even with declared Enemies.—1 


ſent them Notice, therefore, of ourDeſigns, i 
| that they might proceed as they thought 


proper; and they have diſappointed me by 
deſerting their Favourite Ally, when on- 
ly their Aſſiſtance could be of Service. x 


© 38 


But, Gentlemen, tho we lv no 


Fleets to engage, #e have F ortifications | | | 


to ſtorm ; z ſuch ag, if well defended, 
will render. all our Spirit and 8 


neceſſary, if we hope to be victorious. 


Remember, however, that Difficulty i is 
the Teſt of Valour; and thoſe are ſeldom 
repuls 'd, who are predetermin 'd'to con- 
quer. Be brave then, I aſk no more: 


Juſtice, not Fe OFFPOGe/ will govern the. 
reft, 
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There is not one among vou, who ha? 
not a Character to eſtabliſh, or one to 
loſe; for your own ſakes then, you are 
oblig d to act gallantly ; ; and if ak any 
Merit to plead, in having ſtudiouſſy pre · 
yented all your Wants; in having procur'd 
you all the Supplies and all the Refreſh- 
ments in my power; in having watched 
over your Healths; and done my utmoſt to 
ward off the Dangers and Miſchiefs of 
a Climate ſo different from your own, 
let me, on this great Occaſion, recelve 
pour rs. _ 


We have a Royal Maſter, wy is not ; 
only valiant i in his own Perſon, but ſen- 
ſible of the Valour of his Subjects: ima- 
gine you fight under his Eye, that he 
leads you, and that he will N no emi- 
oor Seryice to paſs unre warded. on 
1 hope I have: alrinlty? convinced a 1. 
that I am directed by no Prejudice or 
Biaſs whatever: That whoever does his 
5 | Ducy, 


(xg) 


Duty, receives my Approbation; who- 


F ever diſtinguiſhes himſelf, is ſure of my 


Favour; and that Power never reliſhes ſo 
ſweetly, as when ir enables me to give 
Merit its due Reward. 


„ 


12 8 25 i of your 


Country is in your Hands; the Ven- 


geance of a great People long inſulted, 


long entangled in the Net · work of Trea- 


ties and Negotiations, and ſtruggling in 
vain to let looſe the Sword. The Sword 
is now looſe; all the Indignities we have 


hitherto ſuffer'd, are now to be retaliat- 


ed; all the Damages we have ſuſtain d. 


are now to be made good; all the Ho- 


nour we have loſt, is now to be reſtor d. 
Reſtor'd, did I ſay? Yes; but with large 
Additions, that the proudeſt of our 
Neighbours may nat preſume, for. the 
future, to conclude, that even the Ruſt 
of a corroding Peace can eat away our 
Virtue. | 


The 


The Treaſure, the Arms, the whole 
Power of Great-Britain have formerly 
been employ'd for the Intereſt of others, 
but are at laſt to be exerted for her own. 
Yes, Gentlemen, we are now to fight 
| for ourſelves; and not only the Honour 
of our Victories, but the Benefit will be 
_ ours. It is, therefore, more immediately = 
ineumbent on us to improve this long 
wid; d for Opportunity to the utmoſt; 
that not only the preſent Bra very of a 
few, but the future Induſtry of our Whole 
Nation, may be rewarded with the 
Wealth of thoſe who have _— elſe 5 
w boat . | ws v7 £ 


—— 
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bi Guitlenics, is the great Point 
we ſhould have in ie not merely : 
Honour, not merely Revenge; and if 
this great Point ſhould be accompliſh'd 
by us, our Names will be dear to all Fu 2 


, 
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In the Wars before mentioned, when 
from Auxiliaries we became Principals, 
the Land Forces were firſt confider'd, 
firſt provided for, and. carried off the - 
firſt Honours of the Triumph: We of 
the Marine, were little better than an .0C- 
cafional Su pplement, ſometimes employ- 
ed and paid, and ſometimes not, at the 
good Pleaſure of our Superiors in Place 

and Power: Hence the Nobility and 
Gentry erouded into that Service, and . 

avoided ours: Hence, likewiſe, at Coutt 
they met with the beſt Reception, were 
diſtinguiſhed with the. higheſt Honours; 
and were admitted to a larger Portion of 
the Royal Favour; while we were kept 
at an awful Diſtance, rarely noticed, and 
hardly ever diſtinguiſhed ;' tho! the natu- 
ral Strength, and moſt effeQual Guards 
of an Iſland, depending upon Trade, and 
which had Property to be defended all 
over the Globe. This, I ſay, Gentle 
men, was and will be the Caſe in Land- 

Wars: But now the Balance rather 
— | | turns 


(26) 
Z turns in our Favour; we are no longer 
Seconds, but Principals; we have already 

given ſome Proofs of what we are capa- 

ble of aſhore, as well as at Sea; and eſta- | 
bliſh'd ſuch a Reputation all over Europe, 

as nothing but a Behaviour quite the re- 

verſe, which, I am ſure, you are not 

Foo capable of, can ever deſtroy. =», 


The Troops we have now on board, | 
are to be Witneſſes of your Behaviour; 
tis you are to lead the Way in this no- 
ble Attempt; and I queſtion not, but 
that you will, as uſual, exceed their Ex- 
pectations, and give them Cauſe to ad- 
mire, what they can ſcarce hope to _ 
1 do not ſay this Gentlemen, to create 

Animoſity, but to excite Emulation; 
* you are all Fellow- Subjects, embark d 
in the ſame Cauſe, and will ſhare alike | 
in the Succeſs: I am tis true, more 
. Cloſely allied to you; and therefore more 

ſolicitous that you ſhould not follow, 


but ſet the Example. „ 
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1 FIG not tell you, = the Hearts if 
the Publick are wich us; that they waic 


impatiently to hear what Progreſs we 


make in the common Cauſe, and that 


they almoſt weary Heaven, with Pray: 
ers for our Succeſs. Many of you 


have ſeen and heard, What I only know 


by report, —T need not tell you, that 


this is the People's War, begun at their 
inſtance, and that they will think no 


Tax grievous, no Expence exorbitant, 
that appears neceſſary for carrying on 


their darling Schemes of humbling a 
proud, untractable Enemy. ] need 


not tell you, that this People, however 
miſrepreſented, as fickle, wavering, and 


ungrateful, are the moſt ſenſible of Ser- 


vices of any under the Sun: There is 


no End of their Acknowledgments, or 


Limit to their Bounty. Thar they adopt 
your very Paſſions, and conſider all Men I 


either as Friends or Enemies, as they 

are Friends or Enemies to you. Theſe _ 
are Truths beyond Controverſy : And, 
9 178 D 1 
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in return, we are not only to proceed 
undauntedly, but expeditiouſſy. Scarce 


any Succeſs will attone for a long War: 
For, what a Nation gains on one hand, 
it loſes on the other; and while Glory i is = 


at the full, Commerce i is in the wane.— 


3 therefore, it is not in our power to 


patch up a crude, indigeſted Peace, ſo 
neither let us be anſwerable for the Guilt 
of a lazy ine ffectual War. What de- 


pends on us, let us perform while we 


may; Backwardneſs and Neglect, let 
Politicians anſwer for. 


Remember you have the good Fortune 


to command one of the bra veſt Claſſes of 
Men, ſuch as do not know what Fear is; 
who will perform that in Sport, which 


ſcarce any Reward would induce others 


to attempt. On the one hand then, 
don't let it be ſaid, that they were more 


ready to follow, than you to lead; nor, 


on the other, let their Raſhneſs be their 
Ruin. f | 
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"Ie one e Word, neither fear, nor deſpiſe 
the Enemy. There is not much Reaſon 


to believe they are brave, but tis poſſible 


they may be deſperate; and ſuch become 
dreadful then, who were before con- 


9 e 


As ini; as you are aboard your reſpec- 
tive Ships, I ſhall give the Signal; when 
God proſper the Arms of Great- Britain. 
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